December 2021 Edition

November was a phun month. On the way to Key West for the
Meeting of the Minds, we stopped at the Southwest Florida PHC
Pitstop party and listened to some awesome Trop Rock music at
the Tiki Bar in Cape Coral. I really want to thank them for their
hospitality as a good time was had by all. After that, we attended
the convention, and what a blast that was. Our Meet-n-Greet
bloody Mary breakfast party at the Smokin’ Tuna was a huge
success. Sunny Jim brought in 2 friends with him to play. Jim,
Lucy, and Nick were outstanding. In fact, we are going to try to get Lucy and Nick to play a
phlocking for us in the future. We met Parrot Heads from around the world, and trust me,
they all know about the Villages Parrot Heads Club. They asked many questions and were
quite impressed. As next year’s MOTM is the 30th anniversary, and the theme is “It’s been a
Lovely Cruise”, I would like to have lot of Parrot Heads from our club attend. Who knows how
many (if any) more MOTM conventions are going to be held?
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Back in the bubble, we welcomed back a few of our phavorite entertainers. Retro express,
Danny B, and Rocky & Michelle. It was good seeing them all again and listening to their
outstanding music.
We also had another blood drive. Once again, thanks to Skip Todd, and his helper – Gary
Grahn, we were able to help so many people this year. For the year, we collected 1,913 pints
of blood or 241+ gallons. Each pint of blood can help save the life of up to 3 people, so we
helped save over 5,700 people with blood donations in 2021. A job well done.
December’s entertainment at phlockings are Robert France, Cathy Kerns, and Gilly & the
Girl. A great lineup as usual. Special thanks to Sandi Senator who lines up all our
entertainment. She does an outstanding job and I don’t know what we would do without her.
Our Holiday party is on December 16th at La Hacienda rec Center. Music by the Caribbean
Chillers and a buffet by Cody’s. I’m sure it will be a great night. This one is sold out folks,
sorry.
Our New Year’s Eve party at the Savanah center with music by Hollywood & the Tropix is
the best NYE party in the Villages so you won’t want to miss it. Tickets go on sale December
1st for those with 3 points, and December 3rd for those who have not been able to attain
points yet. Read on for more information on ticket sales and watch your emails/facebook for
details

Website: villagesparrotheads.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/TheVillagesParrotHeadClub
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December Phlockings

Wednesday, Dec. 15th at Havana CC

Wednesday Dec. 1st at Palmer

The Phins Up Shop is open. Remember that during Snow
Bird season, we will be phlocking at Havana from 1 to 3:30

We will start the party on the 1st day of December. The

PM. Come early, have lunch and then enjoy the music

music will be provided by

provided by Gilly and the Girl.

Robert France. Back in
the day, Robert ran a
Jimmy Buffett Tribute
Band. That means that
you will hear lots of
TropRock music at this
Phlocking.
The Phins Up Shop is
Pick Up Only. The party
starts at 3:30 and runs
until 6 PM.

Sunday, Dec. 12th at Belle Glade
The party is from 3:30 to 6 PM. The Phins Up Shop is

Jimmy Buffett’s Orlando Concert

closed. We will have a new entertainer for this Phlocking.
She’s calls herself the New City Kitty but she also responds to

Jimmy Buffett is playing live at the Amway Center in

Cathy Kerns. She’s from the Shenandoah Valley (where Patsy

Orlando on Saturday night, December 11th, 2021. A bunch

Cline was born) and she’s been singing since the age of 7.

of our members decided to get tickets for the show. They

She’s been a lead vocalist for lots of bands over the last 20

are in section 225, row 12-13-14-15. You guessed it - the

years. Let’s

nose bleed sections. Tickets are not cheap and come to

give her a big

around $106 each with all the taxes and fees. There are still

Parrot Head

some seats available. If you want to attend, you need to go

welcome.

onto the Ticketmaster website to purchase them. The club
does NOT have tickets for sale. Your fellow Parrot Heads are
staying are staying at the Residence Inn at 680 North Orange
Ave in Orlando
which is about a
mile from the
Amway Center. It
should be a good
party because a
Buffett Concert is

always a good party.
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The Holiday Party

Points will be able to buy them first. Members without buy
on December 3rd. This is a Members Only event unless the
Club opens it up to Friends and Family. Hollywood and the
Tropix will rock us into 2022. Chairperson is Audrey
Desrocher.

Mount Dora Christmas Lights
The first post pandemic bus trip will be going to Mount
Dora for their annual Christmas light show. It’s always a fun
event that puts you in the Christmas spirit. On December 8th
from 2 PM until 7 to 9 PM you can take a bus ride to Mount
Dora to see the Christmas decorations and at dusk, see two
million sparkling lights downtown, in Gilbert Park and in Sunset Park. All points are within 1 mile. The cost is $30 per person, no refunds. Tickets will be sold on line only. Watch the
Club’s website, Facebook page and Mark the Shark’s emails
for ticket information.
Chairperson: Bonnie Walls (904) 505 1681
Assist. Chair: Marty McKay (440) 666 1252

Chili Cookoff Is Back On!
On February 5th, 2020 the Chili Cookoff will take place at
Lake Sumter Landing. Dale Ross is the event Chairperson and
will host the pre-chili cook off at his home on January 20th.
That is when a panel of chili tasters will do a blind taste off to
determine which recipe will be used to propel our Club to
victory once again. Lots of volunteers will be need to set up,
make, serve the chili, bake the cookies and brownies, sell to
the crowd and demonstrate what it means to belong to this
club. More information will be in next month’s newsletter and
in Mark the Shark’s emails.

The Villages Christmas Parade

New Years Eve Party
This is one of the best parties the Club throws every year.
We have reserved the Savanah Center and It always sells out.
The cost is $15 per person (no refunds). I’s Bring Your Own
Everything event. The doors open at 8 PM. Tickets go on sale
at the web site on December 1st and people with Parrot

4

On Saturday, December 11 the Villages will hold their annual Christmas Parade at the Polo Grounds. We have space for
10 Golf Carts and we’ve always been able to have as many
walkers as we wanted. The Grounds open at 11 AM and the
Parade starts at noon. If you want to participate, email Sally
Bottke at sallyronbottke@aol.com. This event is sure to put
you in the Christmas spirit.

Super Bowl / Bunco Party

Panama City Beach Rendezvous 2022

On February 13, 2022, at the Sea Breeze Recreation
Center, the Club is having a Super Bowl - Bunco Party. Not
everyone is into football so we will have the game on the big
screen in front and Bunco tables in the back of the room for
this, easy and fun to play dice game. Tickets will be $10 per
person, no refunds. Watch the Club’s website, Facebook
page and Mark the Shark’s emails for ticket information.
This should be on your bucket list! The Panama City Beach
Rendezvous for 2022 is on April 21st to the 24th. They set up
a stage on the beach behind Sharky’s which is the biggest
beach bar on Panama City Beach.

Poker Run 2022
The Club’s annual Poker Run is back! On March 19th,
2022, we will raise money for local charities with a poker run,
a basket raffle and lots of fun games. Mark your calendars
and get ready to invite your friends and neighbors. It’s a fun
day your don’t want to miss. To be successful, we will need
volunteers to solicit businesses, make baskets, and work the
event. As we get closer to the date, watch the website,
newsletter and Mark the Shark’s emails for more information.
Our goal is to make the 2022 the best poker run the Club has
even held.
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The Club will bring tents and set them up for members.
The bands will play on Friday and Saturday. The line up hasn’t
been published yet but it’s always been the best Trop Rock
bands in the country and we expect no less for 2022. Club
members usually stay at the Origins at Seahaven which is a
high rise condo right across the street. Vacations Perfected
(vacationsperfected.com) is an agent that several members
have used to make reservations. It is a big party that lasts for
days. More information at “Panamacityphc.org”.

Homosassa Getaway
Yes, we are going to do rent the entire Riverside Cracker
Resort in Homosassa and have one more weekend, blowout
party. It’s going to be on Saturday April 30th and May 1st.
Watch the Newsletter and Mark the Shark’s emails for ticket
information and band lineup. You do not want to miss this.

Results of the November Food Drive

2021 Charity Recap

Last month the members donated $287 to the Lady Lake

This year has been difficult for our local charities. The

Food Pantry.

Pandemic increased the demand for help and also reduced
our opportunity hold fundraisers. The Club’s Poker Run is
when we replenish our funds designated for local charities.

Peanut Butter Conspiracy

We didn’t have one this year. Despite that, we did provide

On Wednesday, December 1st, at the Palmer Phlocking

resources to the following charities:

we will be collecting food for the Lake Panasoffkee Food

All One Family (Scholarships)

Pantry. According to the latest statistics (2019), the poverty

Ocala SPCA (No Kill animal shelter)

rate is over 20%. 72% of the children under the age of 6 live

Shepherd’s Lighthouse (Shelter for homeless women and

in poverty and 40% of the children between the ages of 6

children)

and 11 live in poverty. There will be lots of hungry children

Center Hill Children’s Mission (Help for migrant children)

in later this month when the kids are out of school and

Veterans Helping Veterans (Homeless veterans)

won’t be getting school lunches. Since peanut butter is

Local Food Pantries (Hungry people)

nutritionally dense, doesn’t need to be refrigerated and is a

Operation Shoebox (Deployed military

favorite kid food, we are asking you to bring jars of peanut

Wildwood Middle High School (Students)

butter and jelly to donate at the Palmer Phlocking. We

To those that supported our Cody fundraisers, donated

know from his song that Jimmy Buffett got away with

food, and purchased out 50/50 tickets; Thank you! You

stealing the peanut butter, but we don’t recommend that

made a difference in the lives of people who need our help.

you run up and down the isles of the Mini Mart stuffing it in
your jeans.

Toys For Tots
Tuesday, November 30,
2021, for our 2nd Annual
Parrot Head Candy Cane
Golf Cart Toy drop off will

be held at the home of
Chris and Jack Maiz. Drive
your decorated Golf Cart
and bring a new unwrapped
toy for a child 0-12 years of age and receive a Candy Cane.
Enjoy the Fireplace in our driveway, bring a chair and
BYOB. Chris and Jack will have warm spiced wine (Glug) to

November 11th & 12th Blood Drive
The Club and friends of the Club donated 331 pints of
blood bring the annual total to 1,913. Next year we plan to
do better and go over the 2,000 pint mark. Our Club is the
second largest blood donation group in Florida. Only the
Daytona Speed Way produces more. Thanks to everyone.

keep you warm.
Location and Time: 1516 Rosedale Way, Rosedale Villas
Village of Duval, Just off Odell circle near Duval Gate
between 3:30-6:00 PM
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SPCA Ocala Cody’s Fundraiser

What is Trop Rock?
This is the definition from www.TropRock.org:

Despite the brutally

Tropical Rock (or Trop Rock) is a genre of popular music

cold day (60 degrees) the

that incorporates elements of Rock and Roll, Country,

Cody’s fundraiser was a

Caribbean, Reggae or other musical genres to create a

total success. We raised

laid-back or “escapist” state of mind. Trop Rock may

$2,000 to support the

create its tropical or “island vibe” either with tropical

SPCA of Marion County

or island-like instrumentation and production, or with

which is a N0-Kill facility.

beach, tropical or escapist lyrical themes, or both.

Jimmy Buffett News

Festival of Trees
Each year the Special Olympics of Sumter Country holds a

•

Theater-goers at Shea’s were in for quite a surprise
Friday November 19th when Jimmy Buffett joined
the cast of “Escape to Margaritaville”.

•

Blue Bloods is well into its 12th season and still
finding ways to surprise. One of those surprises is
courtesy of star Donnie Wahlberg, who not-sosubtly confirmed that former Hawaii Five-0 guest
star and major musician Jimmy Buffett is officially
coming to the series.

•

Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer Band performed
at a charity concert benefiting the St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital on Wednesday
November 17th on the back lawn of The RitzCarlton Golf Resort in Naples, Florida.

•

Jake Shimabukuro, one of the world’s best ukulele
players and often guest member of the Coral Reefer
Band, and Jimmy Buffett perform the song “Come
Monday” on the Jake’s new album “Jake & Friends”
released this month.

•

Formerly the Barbery Beach house has become the
Margaritaville Beach House and it only took a multi
million dollar renovation. General Manager Jeremy
DaSilva said, “Key West is the perfect location for
our new Margaritaville destination, providing guests
with a relaxing oasis to escape, unwind, and enjoy
the laid-back lifestyle. We’re excited to welcome
travelers from around the world to experience the
Margaritaville state of mind.”

fundraiser . The trees are purchased by local clubs,
businesses and groups of people and decorated, displayed
and sold. You can
view the creative
Christmas Trees at the
Waterfront Inn until
December 2nd when,
at 6 PM the auction
will start. Marty
McKay and some of
her Parrot Head
friends created a
Parrot Head Tree.
The Club is going to
bid on it in the hopes
of using it at our
Holiday Party.
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New Club Members

First the bad news - as you know, the cost for everything is
going up and so is the cost of this great entertainment. Our

Debbie Alderson

budget for entertainment in 2022 is approximately

Mark Alderson

$11,500. Unfortunately, we must raise our renewal dues in

Brandt Bell

order to meet this demand.

Betty Brumbaugh

Starting January 1st, 2022, renewal dues for the Villages

Dennis Brumbaugh

Parrot Head Club will be $25.00 per person.

Kathy Ellis

Now for the good news - Starting on October 1st, 2021 (or

John Fasanella

soon after), You can renew your dues for 2022 at our 2021

Lisa Fasanella

price of $20, Online only. The increase does not take affect

Barb Gardner

until January 1st, 2022. This is still the biggest bargain

Chuck Gardner

around. Just think - 36 phlockings a year with excellent

Wayne Graver

entertainment for the price of your renewal. Our New

James Mabrey

Member price will remain the same at $30 a person.

Ann McClellen

So starting on October 1st, you can go to our website

Denis Ponta

at www.villagesparrotheads.com and click on renew your

Ozvaldo Quinones

membership.

Julie Seiniger

We have BIG plans for 2022 and we hope that you will

Sheila Trowbridge

join us once again.
Mark, the Shark

Member Advocate
Jack Maiz is the Club’s Member Advocate. He is available to
any member who has an issue with the Board, the Club or
another member. His job is to find a resolution while
insuring member confidentiality.

Time to Renew for 2022
I think you will agree that since we have started back up
again, we have had some absolutely great entertainment at

our phlockings and we are continuing to bring in the best
musicians possible for our members. Well, I have some good
news and bad news.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Basket Raffle for Poker Run. Terry Ainsley needs a team
of volunteers for canvassing businesses between Decem-

As we all know, phlockings are back!!! So that means

ber and March for donations for out poker run basket

volunteers are needed.

raffle which will be held on 3/19/22. You can sign up with
Terri at any phlocking or email her at

Attendance: 3 volunteers are needed for each

mrsa818@gmail.com.

Phlocking. The times are 2:15-5:30 for Palmer and Belle

Glade and from 1:15 to 4:30 for Havana. We will be at

Big Brothers and Big Sisters This charity is seeking peo-

Havana on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, Palmer on

ple willing to mentor a child from 5 to 13 years old who

the 1st Wednesday of every month and Belle Glade on the
2nd

has requested help. In Wildwood there are children

Sunday of each month. Please let Jaci Burdash know

waiting for someone. There is always a shortage of male

(jlb2500@gmail.com) if you can help with attendance taking

mentors. For additional information contact: Karen Kam-

and if you have a preferred location.

pel at (727) 480-8381
Email: KarenK@bbbstampabay.org

50/50: 2 volunteers are needed, starting at 2:30. Please
send an email to Jim Dieleman at hawkeye0089@aol.com if

Member Expectations

you can help selling 50/50 tickets.
New Members: These are great ways to meet your fellow

Each year our Club has several hundred new members.

PHs and earn points. For an explanation of the points

Some people join for the parties and the music. Others

system, go to the Club’s web site, click on “Volunteers” and

for the good work we do with local charities. For many

then the link to the explanation of the points system.

it’s a combination of both. After all, our motto is “Party
with a purpose”.

Wildwood Soup Kitchen If you are interested in making a

The Club has some expectations of the members too.

difference in the lives of people, this might be the opportuni-

We want you to have a good time. We want you to join in

ty you’ve been waiting for. If you’re interested, go to wild-

many of our activities and fundraisers. We want you to

woodsoupkitchen.org and fill out an application and be sure

be respectful of our other members. And, we want you to

and put on the form that you are a Parrot Head: For addition-

contribute your time, skills and energy to make this Club

al information contact: Barbara McManus: (352) 299 6494

better every year. Our “fuel” is people volunteering.

Email: barb.mcmanus@yahoo.com

Each event requires some members to plan, work and
execute the event. Our Poker Run couldn’t happen if we

The Villages Regional Hospital Opportunities in various de-

didn’t have nearly a hundred people working on it. Each

partments, some which interact with patients and some

dance requires a team. Every parade, out of town trip,

which do not. Application forms are available at the front

weekend getaway is the product of people working to

desk or the Day Captain’s Office near the front

make sure members have a good experience.

entrance or

Jaci Burdash is our Volunteer coordinator and if you

contact Gloria Counselman (352) 751-8176
Email: tvrhvpo@centflhealth.org Web: www.TheVillagesRegi

want to be part of making the Village Parrot Heads and

onalHospital.org

even better organization, you should reach out to her and
ask how you can get involved.
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Travel Committee
Do you want to get involved with the Club? Do you like to
travel? Attend special events? This is your chance. The Travel
Committee meets the second Thursday, December 9th at the
Perkins on 441 from 5 PM until whenever they get done. This is
where Club trips are visioned and become reality. Fresh ideas
are welcome. Organizational skills appreciated. You will also
earn a Parrot Point for attending. Contact Judy Koch for any
questions you may have. Phone: (352) 350 6567.
Email: parteepar11@aol.com

Coco-Nutz Monthly Meeting
Your Coco-Nutz meet at El Santiago recreation center
on the 3rd Friday each month. Members are welcome
to attend and watch the proceedings. This is a big club
with lots of activities, trips, parties and charity work.
Stop by and see how it all comes together.

The Poetry of Jimmy Buffett
Lryics to Christmas Island:

Ren and Gypsy’s Drink Of The Month
Our Drink Experts have been working day and night to develop a
fitting holiday drink for this month.
After exhaustive modifications and
tastings they have found the perfect
holiday cocktail:

Christmas Martini

Let’s get away from sleigh bells
Let’s get asway from snow
How’d ya like to spend Christmas on Christmas Island?
How’d ya like to spend the holiday away across the sea?
How’d ya like to spend Christmas on Christmas Island
You will never stray for everyday
Your Christmas dreams come true.
How’d ya like to stay up late like the islanders do?
Wait for Santa to sail in with your presents in a canoe
If you ever spend Christmas on Christmas Island
You will never stray, for everyday
Your Christmas dreams come true
On Christmas Island your dreams come true

1 Part Chocolate Vodka
2 Parts Peppermint Vodka
1 Part Cream De Cacao
1 Part Hershey’s Syrup
2 Parts Cream
Shake well with ice, strain

into Martini glass, shave
on some semi-sweet chocolate to float, and add a miniature
candy cane. If you are leaving refreshments for Santa, please
leave at least 3. They go down sooooo easy.

Sunshine Committee
If you know of a member who has an illness, injury or surgery or someone who is
suffering the loss of a spouse or child, please
notify Patty Petretti who is the Chairperson of
the Club’s Sunshine Committee. Patti’s email
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Our Parrot Head Profile this month features a new member as well as a corporate sponsors, Brandt Bell of StreetRod fame! Brandt and his wife Stacey have
been residents of Yalaha since February. They live just about a mile from the
wonderful Yalaha Bakery.
Brandt is originally from Maryland. He attended Embry-Riddle College in
Daytona, Florida and then returned to Maryland for work. He is an avid golfer
and in his previous life was a golf pro. He was also involved in car sales up in

Maryland. Brandt’s mom had a home in Florida and one in Maryland and when
she had knee replacement surgery he came down to help her out. After returning
to Maryland she had two knee replacements at once so in order to be of more
help to her decided to move the family down to Florida.
Our corporate sponsor Streetrods first employed Brandt as Sales Manager and he is now their General
Manager. Streetrods was founded in 1995 and have made 3500 carts and no two are

identical! The golf

carts are based on cars from the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s and are built to 5/8th scale. They are available in either gas
or electric. Their parent company is the Pritchard Company which has been around since 1913 and fifth generation Pritchards still run the company. They have a history of donating to good causes like the John Daly Lionheart Foundation and the Bill Murray Cady Shack.
The Parrot Head Club was brought to Brandt’s attention because two of his salesmen, Lynn Henry and Gary
Grahn, and the accounts manager, Mary Jane Stewart are club members. In fact you may have seen the interviews with Lynn Henry and Gary Grahn in previous newsletters. Perhaps you have seen our club president,
Mark Woodland’s, really cool Streetrod fire truck, a great example of the unique carts they build. Brandt has
been to a few of our Phlockings to make check presentations and what he’s seen is a bunch of retired people
having a good time and supporting good causes. He says it’s a good mix for everybody.
Streetrods has donated to many of our charity fundraising events including golf outings, and at Harbor Hills
they were a Title Sponsor. Most recently they donated to the fundraiser to support the Marion County SPCA.
Brandt says the Parrot Heads always support great causes so he has no problem supporting them from a
store standpoint. We as a club are deeply grateful to our sponsors. We wouldn’t be able to do as much good
in our community without their help.
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STATUS UPDATE: Let’s take a quick look at where we are right now: MEMBERSHIP- WOW! Close to
half of our members have already taken advantage of the advance membership discount. However, we
still have over 550 of you that haven’t. We are in the final month so get your 2022 membership now. And
do you know we already have over 80 people who have become new members for 2022. Welcome!
Our Holiday Party is all sold out. This was our first “Select your table” event. How did it go? Well, we
may have hit a few bumps, but we certainly didn’t have any major sinkholes. Many of the questions
surrounded the use of volunteer points and the new methodology of allowing the use of one person’s
points to accommodate the pts needed for the table. With a 3 point per ticket requirement, any
combination of attendees that added up to an average of 3 pts per attendee made sitting with friends even
more accessible. And what about the concern that, if we use points, then nobody without points will be
able to get a ticket. Well, out of 288 tickets, 191 tickets were sold to members with points. The entire
balance went to those without points and took over two days to sell out. So, if you wanted tickets, you
were able to get them even two days after they went on sale. There were very few phone calls or emails
from members with problems and EVERY ONE of them was resolved and they were able to get tickets.
The only communications I received from people who could not get tickets came after the two days when
tickets were sold out. So, if you ever have an issue, PLEASE contact me. We’ll do our best to resolve the
issue.
NEXT EVENT- NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY: This week the NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY tickets will go on
sale. We will do them in a similar manner. First members who have accumulated an average of 3 points
per ticket can buy tickets starting NOON on DEC 1 and General Membership can buy tickets beginning
NOON on DEC 3rd. There is a maximum of 6 tickets per order. Here are copies of the Seating Chart, the
Online Seat Selection and the Select Your Table and Seats views. The Seating Chart. (1) is a copy of
what the floor will look like. You will see this when you go to the Event Purchasing screen. The Online
Seat Selection Chart (2) is what you will see on the purchasing system when you click on “chose your
own seats”. Simply select the section and you will see the “table”(3) (looks like a row) with the same
number as the Seating Chart. Note that some tables have 8 seats and others have 10. In the picture
below, (4) table 34 is circled in both the Seating Chart as well as in the Select Your Table and Seats
Chart. The grayed out seats have already been sold. Click on the seats you Want and be sure to click the
“Add” button to put the seat into your cart. (you do this for each ticket). Most of you will not need all of
these instructions since you have bought tickets before. For those who are buying for the first time, this
should provide a good guide. As always, any problems, PLEASE contact me.
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