January 2021 Edition

As we FINALLY look forward to the year 2021, and as I start
my second term as President, I would like to thank everyone
for your patience, and especially your generosity for the year
2020. Between food donations, cash donations, blood
donations, corporate sponsor donations, and volunteer hours,
we were still able to be responsible for over $250,000.00 for
charity. This is utterly amazing during a pandemic year, and YOU deserve all the credit. Give yourself a TEAM DRINK. You deserve it!!
2021 will be a challenging year for us, but I believe that if we all work together, we
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can make this a year to remember. If the Villages allows us, we would like to do our
Poker run in March. Albeit, a bit different this time. We would like to go back to

Homosassa for our “Last Monkey Standing” weekend in May. We ARE going back to
Daytona Beach for a 2 or 3 day party in October, as last year was so much fun. We
want to have our Pool Parties again. And most of all we want to start Phlockings
again, although they may be a little different.
I would like to congratulate Mark Goldberg on putting together such a wonderful
website for us. Our website won first prize, out of over 200 entries, in the PHIP

Corporate Sponsors:

website contest for creativity, phun, and ease of use. A Team Drink to you Mark.

Parady Life & Annuity

Awesome job!!

Cody’s Roadhouse
Palmer Country Club
Mallory Hill Country Club
Fire Station #44
Laird Law, P.A.

I would also like to ask any member who has not already done so, to go to our

online website, and renew your membership. Let’s keep us the largest Parrothead
club in the world. If you have any problems, or are just a little nervous about it,
please contact Mark Goldberg at our helpdesk. He is always anxious to help our
members and I am sure he will put you at ease doing so.
I would also like to thank Steve Larson, who puts together our newsletter each

Cline Executive Suites

month for going out and digging up information to print. It is a difficult task. Great

Village Streetrod Golf Cars

job as usual Steve. So, keep on reading to find out all that is going on. And as I have

Legacy Country Club

said before, as soon as we find out what we are allowed to do, we will figure out

Havana Country Club

what we are going to do, and also to keep all of us safe at the same time.
I would like to wish all of you, your family and friends, a very Happy and Safe New
Year. Keep your Phins Up Parrotheads!! __/\__ C U all soon !!!

Website: villagesparrotheads.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/TheVillagesParrotHeadClub
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Coming To You In 2021

Daytona Beach Getaway In October

Normal is not a question of “if”, it’s a question of when. As
soon as the Villages allows us to start holding events, we will
begin to start reserving space for our parties again. When
enough of us have been vaccinated, the Phlockings will begin
again. The ExComm will keep you informed as we find out.
Following is what the ExComm are several Phun events we are
working on for 2021.
January 20 Driveway Concert
Lee and Sue Caron are donating their driveway (2140 Darwin
Terrace) for a concert from 3 to 5 PM on Wednesday, January
20. Music will be provided by the always popular Just Mike

The Best Western Aku Tiki Inn hotel loved being the host for

and Gary. Bring your chairs and listen to your favorites.

the Parrot Heads. We are planning to do it again this year.
They want us to come back and we want to go back. What
could be a better way to
spend a weekend?
Party with your friends, listen

to great trop rock music, walk
the beach, swim in the
ocean, have Bloody Mary
Poker Run in March

breakfasts and Margarita

If the Villages allows us to use the parking lot at Laurel Manor

sunsets.

we could have a scaled down, no basket raffle Poker Run.

Too soon to make your

While this isn’t a likely event, it’s still on our radar.

calendars but this party is

Homosassa Getaway in May

going to happen.

A stronger possibility is that we will be able to hold a Getaway
at our favorite Homosassa hotel in May. We are working with

the Riverside Resort to reserve the entire facility for a major

Club’s Web Site An Award Winner
The Villages Parrot Heads Website

Parrot Head Party. You don’t

has been chosen by our parent

want to miss this one. More

organization, Parrot Heads In

details will be coming in the

Paradise (PHIP), for 1st prize in

next few months.

their 1st annual website contest.
The committee chose our website
as the best and easiest to use from over 200 entries. A big
Thank You goes out to Mark Goldberg who became the
Club’s webmaster this year and designed our new award
winning website. First prize is a $300 check sent to one of
our charities. Ours went to Project SOS to help provide food
to the people who live in the Ocala National Forest.
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Pantry, Fruitland Park Food Pantry, Wildwood Food Pantry

Toys for Tots

and SOZO Kids. We also donated $3,000 to Shepherd’s
Dear Mark (the Shark):

Lighthouse who helps homeless women and children and

The final count for the donations that came from the Parrot

$1,000 to the Center Hill Children’s Mission and Operation

Head Club were as follows:

Shoebox. Where the Club really shines is the Gift of Life.

Total Toys= 377

The Club’s members and friends donated $31,495 of blood

Total Bikes=3

in 2020. The 2020 total for cash, food, and blood is

Cash/Checks= $770.00

$58,944. The biggest component of our Giving program is

In the past we have valued each toy donated at $10 each,

the gift of time. Volunteerism has always been a part of

bikes $50 so the dollar amount donated this year is

the Club’s philanthropy. In

$3,920.00, plus cash and checks equals $4,690.00. What a

2020 the value of the hours

fantastic job by the club. With the club’s help, we hope to

worked with charities and

make the Candy Cane 500 Golf Cart Toy Drop and Annual

hospitals, came to around

Event. Thanks to you and the club for your support and gen-

$200,000. Thanks to everyone

erous donation. So proud to be a member of the best club in

and a team drink for all!

The Villages.
Jack J. Maiz, Communications Officer

How Do We Decide Who To Donate To?

2020 Lake, Sumter Counties, Toys for Tots Campaign

Our Club has a Public Relations Trustee (Marsha Herring) to
manage our Giving Program. Marsha is also the
chairperson of the Charity Committee which develops a

Blood Drive

Giving Plan recommendation each year for the ExComm. In

The next Blood Drive will be held February 1,2021 at the Polo

normal years, a survey of the members is taken in October

Grounds unless Station 44 Covid restrictions are lifted. Hours

or November to determine which charities the members

will be 8-4. Email Skip Todd at skip0358@gmail.com to sign

want the Club to donate to. The Charity Committee vets

up and get a required donor time. Points for donating and

local charities through the State of Florida to make sure

volunteering will be given along with any coupons we can get

they are 501c 3 non-profit organizations and reviews the

to hand out. We are also working on a unique Parrot Head

Charity’s financial records to see how much of the donated

t-shirt. Please rest assured that ALL safety precautions will be

money is used for their charitable purpose. The ExComm

followed. Your Blood is needed. Please sign up to help others

gives the Committee a spending goal and a Giving Plan is

in need.

developed and returned to the ExComm who can modify
the plan or accept it. There is a motion made, seconded

Giving In 2020

and approved and voted on and a schedule of when the

2020 has not been a great year to raise money. We had to

donations will be made. We were not able to fund all the

cancel the Poker Run and we unable to hold our normal

charities in the plan this year because of the pandemic.

Cody’s fundraisers. Despite that, the Club was able to

SPCA of Ocala and the Wildwood Middle High School were

provide significant donations to many local charities. Hungry

Cody’s fundraisers which could not be held. To sum it up,

people are always at the top of our giving list. 2020 was no

the Club has an established process and a legislative

different. We gave $22,449 in money and food to the Lady

procedure to insure that our donations find their way to

Lake Food Pantry, Project SOS, Lake Panasoffkee Food

local people who need our help.
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2021 Membership

of 120 tickets and SOLD OUT 100% with on-line ticket
purchased tickets. By all measures, another success. And

It’s time to renew your membership for 2021. The dues are

now, we have a real challenge. 2021 Memberships.

$20 each. Soon we will be back to normal and the phun will

Here is where we are as of Dec. 26th. We have over 520

start again. Your $20 dues covers the cost of providing live

members who have rejoined (including over 20 NEW

music at our phlockings and defers part of the costs of our par-

MEMBERS) totally on-line. That’s the good news. But what

ties. This is how we keep the ticket prices low. Your $20 dues

about the over 700 members from last year that still haven’t

also pay all the costs of maintaining an active club. We have

rejoined. Why? The obvious reason is that there is no rush

operating expenses such as a storage unit, tents, tables chairs
and storage bins. We also have postage, office supplies and
much more.
Renewals must easily be done online through our website

to rejoin until we know when we will have Phlockings and
phunctions again. That makes sense. But we also hear that
some of you are hesitant to use the on-line system. My
instinct, and I hope I am right, is that this is a very small

and online payment system. Please note – we are asking for

minority and that most people fall into the “wait and see”

your Village-ID number now. If you do not live in the villages,

category. Nonetheless, I have had a few people contact me

please use your first name and street address number as your

with questions about how to join and without exception, we

village-id. (Example shark1035). We may need to be a bit more

have been able to resolve their issues. I highly recommend

restrictive on who can attend phlockings and functions when

that ANYONE who is hesitant to join on-line, contact me.

we relaunch our activities. Our goal is to keep the Villages

We’ll make it happen. Thanks to everyone who has made

Parrot Heads the largest Parrot Head Club in the world. Please

the new Website and Ticketing system as successful as it has

renew as soon as you can to keep us going.

been. I remain committed to listening to your suggestions
and changing things make it even better. All you need to do

Club Web Site, 2020 In Review

is ask. I hope everyone had a great Holiday and that 2021

Well, how exciting to be named the Best PHIP WEBSITE out of

will officially become “The Year of the Hug!”

over 200 entries. I thank everyone for their contributions and
suggestions. You know, what makes anything great is much
more than how it looks or how it works. What makes it great is
how much it gets used. So, let’s take a moment and evaluate
the success and shortcomings of our new Website and On-Line
Ticketing systems. Although we have been basically shut
down since both have gone live, we have had opportunity to
utilize the sites.
Due to the pandemic, we could not hold our Poker Run
and along with that, our Basket Drawings. With everyone’s
help, we put our drawings on-line and sold close to 2000
tickets to over 200 people. All of them using the On-Line
purchasing system for the first time. WOW, now that’s a

success. We went through some learning pains, but, in reality,
very little. We held our “Unofficial” Parrot Heads Holiday Party
with all tickets being purchased on-line as well. We set a limit

Why Be a Member Of The Parrot Heads?
One word: “Friendship”. The people you meet, laugh with,
party with and become friends with. That is the reason.
“One loyal friend is worth 10,000 relatives” Euripides
“There are no strangers here; Only friends you haven't yet
met.” Yeats
“A friend is a gift you give yourself.” Stevenson
“Friends are the siblings God never gave us.” Mencius

“You will be judged by the company you keep” Aesop
“We are the people our parents warned us about” Buffett
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Our Parrot Head Profile this month features Ellen Dill. Ellen and her husband Don
Helsel have lived in The Village of Santa Domingo for eight years. They found their
dream home while riding around the day before they were to meet with their
realtor. They saw an open house and went in to check it out and just loved it! Ellen
thought to herself you can’t just settle on the first house you see, so they looked at
other homes with their realtor but in the end, they still loved the first house the best. Unlike many
Villagers, they have no intention of moving again. Ellen and Don share their home with Bailey, their 14
year old Chocolate Lab/German Short Haired pointer and Chloe and Clementine their three year old
cats who are sisters.
Ellen is originally from Acton, Massachusetts and was living in Shirley before they moved to The
Villages. Since Ellen worked in media for her whole career it was important that she live close to
Boston. She worked for CBS television and radio in commercial traffic for the last 25 years before she
retired. She said it was a fun job that she enjoyed doing.
Terri and Rob Ainsley were the ones who introduced Ellen to the Parrot Head Club. They met through
their work on the Talk of the Villages website where they attended monthly meetings. She was looking
for a way to meet people and the Parrot Head Club seemed ideal for that. She had no idea at the time
how much charitable work the club did along with their social activities. She is amazed that even during
this pandemic our amazing club leaders have managed to find ways to still fund the projects that are
close to our hearts.
Besides being members of the Parrot Head Club Ellen and Don are also members of the New England
Patriots Club.
You have probably seen Ellen at the Phlockings selling tickets for various events and trips. She has
enjoyed the ticket sales because it gave her another opportunity to meet people and she is very much
a people person! She also organized a trip to Tampa for the club to see the Red Sox play.
Ellen really values the kind heartedness of our club members in their community outreach and of

course the many opportunities to socialize at a great variety of events.
Interview by Alma Scheer
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President

Events Trustee

Mark, The Shark, Woodland

Judy Koch

markthesharkdj@gmail.com

parteepar11@aol.com

(609) 929 9455

(352) 350 6567

Community Relations Trustee

Vice President

Marsha Herring

Rob Ainsley

mherr424@comcast.net

rainsley52@hotmail.com

(412) 260 7475

(757) 773 2077
Secretary

Media Trustee

Gypsy Ginchereau

Stephen Larson

gypsygewells@gmail.com

sklarson01@gmail.com

(352) 568 5354

(352) 255 9582

Treasurer
Barb Beil
bbeil48@hotmail.com
(847) 609 5304
Membership
Johnny Ward

Security

a5jwjw@yahoo.com

Ken McCreary

(609) 226 9175

wvken@aol.com

Member Advocate
Ren Titus
Rtitus@thevillages.net

Volunteer Trustee
Jaci Burdash
jlb2500@gmail.com
(312) 209-9090
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Webmaster

Elections

Mark Goldberg

Kevin Fuller

MGOLDBERG1135@gmail.com

kfullerfla@gmail.com

